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The Hou.. being in the Commit!,.... hulfi chi Hie lte of tho Un i

Ion-- Mr.

MI.AC1IAM takli
Mr. Ciminuxi Ai the lubjert be-

fore the committee hai been changed
inrr I aAo vn ,e Nebratka bill, the

rule would nhicld me from the harge
of intrui'mn if I ehouM vleld to the inn-lio- n

jutt made to rile and adjourn ; lliil
w oohl give me a frrtli hour in thn morn-

ing i but knowing that n large number
of ftiendi and foes of the bill, yet un.
heard, tleaire lo apeak In ttie lirlef re- -

maining limn. 1 iirefer to go on now,
rather than tliilaci; any one who de
sire to take part in this discussion. I
am quite aware that this intended cour-

tesy to others comptls me to apeak un-

der great diaadrantaget with few and

short notes of preparation ; when nature,
exhausted by a frsnion of eleven hours,
ia clamorous for rcose. llut I belie e

some one ought lo rpcak on the subject
I now introduce lo the committee.

The present session of Congress has
made some new mid unexpected devel-

opments It has generally been sup-poe- d

that if the ordained defenders and
guardians of religion should disgrace or
abandon their place, that It would bu
left to the neglect nml scorn of the
world. Good men will bo gratified to
learn tlint it is not so ; that just ns soon
as 1i was knunii il,-- a i,rm thousand
clergymen had proved themselves un-

worthy of their profesiou by a memo-

rial, members of Congress sprang for
ward with hnsto and zeal to savu reli- -

giun from disgrace. It is paid that na-

ture abhors a vacuum. I suppose this
generally true In the natural world ; the
dejiopulated seats during this session of
the House, however, would lend to the
belief that this law, ns well ns some
others, is " imperillTc" in Congress.

ltut it must be a great consolation to
know that here nature abhor a vacuum
in spiritual things.

These are isolated but perfectly in-

dependent expressions. The latter gen-

tleman, by his fervent and impulsive
elocution, would seem lo leave the im-

pression of verygrcat .inccrity. It was
not absolutely settled in the mind of nny

r I'm) l. ..U not .luff ll.o
robes of the statesman, nml return to
his own city to supply the plan1, of soma
shameless memorialist. Il is quite dif-

ficult to look on this development and

not link it, by association, wills an in-

cident that occurred in another country
some years since. I will give the his-

tory condensed. You may find il in
full in n smnll book on yourdesd.n book
which our excellent Speaker uses in

the oath to members. While
tho rcaperd of Israel were gathering
Iheir wheat harvest in the valley, they
were startled by an unusual sound,

They listened, and heard the rumbling
of wheels and lowing of kine along the
wnv; they saw n band of 1'hllistine
lords probably of both branches of
their Congress panting and blowing,
in nn attempt to keep up with two milch
rows hitched to a cart. And fur what?

Why, because the Ark of the On.nni
a., in il,at curt. They had kept that

ark a short time at Ashdod, and wished
to get rid of it, for only the slump of
their Dagon was left. They wero peer-

ing anxiously to sec that the ark was
safe out of their own borders. The
Philistine politicians nre not the last
that wish lo keep the nrk at n respect
ful distance from their own Idol,

The members of Congress have a
strong ally In n portion of the press ;

and here another old error It exploded,
Il was fupiKiscd thatns Jcshuruns wax-

ed fat they wrro inclined to kick ; but

that Is not so, they grow devout as they
grow fat ; the well-fed- , sleek.headcd men

thai sleep well o'nights"cliaslio dese-
rter, white every C.vsiu, " with a lean
and hungry look," Is mute amid the
mournful desecration. A young, vig-

orous suckling of Senatorial pap coined
up boldly and manfully lo llie rocuc.
The acknowledged organ of existing
power, having charge of all the politics
in thil country and oversight of all n

nations, becomes the especial guar-
dian of both (he crosier and llie butkin.
When it has flninhed the herculean tnk
of cleaving a tragedian unit it goes home

to weep, and, as in the case of Crom-

well, some devout follower, or some

profane wag, declares lltat the lrrs are
so profuse aud fluent as lo overrun Ihe
threshold, and deluge the whole dwell-

ing. Why all Iheie tears? It is weep-

ing oser Ihe denotations of Zion, cauaed

by a rlerical memorial to the .Senile of
ihe United Stales. To the same end a
pcnalontd-press- , oer the wl1e land,
is unkenneled and unleaalioJ lo laowl

on ihe path of the recresnl elcrgy.
I will pursue this p4t but ooe step

further, lo the hljhenl xsint that can be

reached. If Ibe accreditl organ of
any tower conies cut from port every
morning, loaded down lo Ike water's
edje with ihe bitterest dciwrtciaiient of
a clas. of men, 1 infer, as I cannot help
Inferrio,'. ttvat it U dene, not susly by the

but by the ,m t awd

IV wlakhil speaks,
When liran was puoring aduUtioos
l.lo Ibe ear of Nero, he J him to

iy as I og SS jKrssible on ibe eanh,
Uut when be did smeared Ihe Skies lhat
be stcuid iut p ant !..i arose loo far

ruribor'to Cr sccth cf tb ct.est.al

ruator, Ifat mulilloilliiou po llii
ilxiuU unkclllrj the Iirntrtii, nml bnig
tloon llrr fun, moon, xml lr in rliirt- - i

Ir ruin. With rrjual ainrtrrily we nny J

firny that our CliUf Mng.lrie will rc- -

,u,,e " """ "

Iiea.en, irrui in caium rramt; but luii
, , .. , , ,

e uoei go inert', we ne no iinnee o
Kite n lo llie jiUce lie shall oceupjv-l- ie

mar uLv hit rent among the. tainh
north or touth, IT there be luch

In thn New Jerutalem. Wi
have no fair that hi neishluill unhab
anrc the fplirro, or ihake thn uMllnl
eijuilibriuni of the heavenly worlJ.
There ia one thing we do with, that
while he i on earth no, no, while he
i 1'rttiJcnt that he will try to keep
hit terrrMtrial rr)uiKUe i nml when we
a l.,..:.!...!. .1... i :n .... l..,vii,,i,iiiil;, Hill. Iiw 111 IIWI niw
the weiaht of liU treat office. kiiJ the
tremendous power of his bribing pat
ronage iuto either of our political trop-

ics.
I now come lo ask, In all seriousness,

what the clergy have done to merit such
abuse ? They have signed n memorial
praying Congress not to pass a certain
hill Ihe Nebraska bill and based their
petition on moral, not political, grounds.
Tho first charge Is, that in speaking "in
the name and presence of Almighty
God," they asMimi', ns His organs, to
ipenk His condemnation of this net ns
communicated lo them. They nsume
no such thing. I nsk any lawyer hero
to correct me in the illustration I giro
of this language. You nre familinr with

legal instrument beginning with these
words: " In the name of God, ninen,"

mnni.ina f llnl fiirmnln ?

When you sit by Ihe bedside ofn dying
man and use thoe words, do you mean
lo assort Hint you speak by the inspira
tion of God dictating the language that
follows? Certainly not. You use that
ns a solemn form of exprcstion itllesting
Ihe sincerity of the person making n last
will and testament. The only difference
in Ihe two expressions is, that one has.
and the other has not tho adjectivu "Al
mighty, which doss not change tho
sense as in the legal in!niment. It has
seemed surprising lhat congressional
lawyers should use congressional lime
in nbusing tho clergy for the use of n
form of words that is certainly familinr,
and ought to bo underftood by their own
profession,

Another chnrgc is, that the judgments
of God am invoked on the supporters of
the lull J liero is tho memorial, flioLI.
tng tt up, and l challenge any man to
come forward, and show n single word
lo sustain the charge. I will give him
an nbundance of my lime. Will no one
nccept the challenge ? You cannot get
an invocation or denunciation of ven-

geance out of that memorial, for Ihe
plain reason lhat it is not in it. The
language is, " AVo protest against it ns n

measure full of danger lo the peace, and

ctn the existence, of our beloved Un
ion, and exposing iij to Ihe righteous
judgment of Ihe Almighty." A more
unfounded or remorseless charge couh;

not bo fabricated.
Another charge is, that they have

forsaken the character of citueus when
ihey appear ns clergymen ; that Ihey
have no business to petition as n class,
Why has that not been thought of be
fore ?

There are numberless Instances where
men hava petitioned Congress ns n class
I cite only n few cases. Merchant
have done it repeutcdly in commercia
mailers ; they have done It as n class
Farmers have petitioned Congress to
establish an agricultural bureau in the
Department of the Interior; they have
done it ns n class. I'liyaicinns have
naked Congress to prevent the importa-
tion of adulterated foreign drugs; ihey
base done it as u class. Marshals and
deputy mnralmls have petitioned as a
class. Soldiers hava petitioned as n
class. Since the ofienslvn memorial
was presented on Ihe 1 lib of March,
the mechanic of the district have peti
tioned Ihe same Senate for money equal
to the value of land lo bo given by the
homestead bill; ihey did it us a cluss.
Why is this objection brought to bear
against a lioylt class ? I beg no pnr-do- n

for asserting, in the face of the
highest authority, that "the minister
is ns much known to t,ii Government"
as the lawyer, or merchant, or farmer,
or physician, or marshal, or soldier, or
mechanic Neither Is to be stripped of
his rights as a citizen, because, in his
petition, he uses Ibe term by which he
is known in hit vocation. There is no
evidence that any two of those men
were together when giving Iheir signa-

tures. It is as truly nn independent in-

dividual net of each, as if three thou-

sand and fifty separate memorials had
been sent, each bearing only a solitary
signature. From whence has come the
authority to brand as intruders mare
than thirty thousand men in this Gov-

ernment, if they exereiaeond lhat stry
rarely their known and acknowledged

rights ? What imperative sense of du-

ty has broken down ibe reluctant sense

of modesty of Senators arid Congress-

men, and forced them, so much sgninsl
their will, lo employ gross abuse in 're-
buking the prtiwDttion of the clergy V

Since this disesisnisMi jt is quite
common lo repress! Ihe clergy as lag-pn- g

behind the rest of Ihe wertd in all

Ibe iMVetsenls Ibst trad lo Ihe pro--
' jresivf lite race. I cheerfully taeet

Ibat issue. I rom whence was derived

txir present system of representative
governments, lhat s r pride aid our
boast J Vt are tr, v lg"!er ia
tt s 1U.1 Ir t- - poa-t-- of ' it m'lffl.
It u tspou.Uc 'hot lb O......OGS of free- -

men vIhiuIJ be pthetrd from the four
winds almost from the cairs of those
winds each lo tske rare of his oat it in-

dividual interest. Hence each of us,

fnm a separate locality, feels the seri-ou- s

resioiiibility f guarding the rights
of nincly-lhre- e lUiusand ierson, and

so harmonising Lie whole as not to

Ireneh on iba rights of twenty-fou- r mil

lions in other locvlilies. In this place,
as in a suundin gallery, wo bear ihe
dashing waves of the Atlantic and Pa-

cific mingling with the murmurs that

rie from the bsneli of the southern gulf
and the northern lakes. A system like
ours wssunkiown tonncienl Republics;
iheir frredera was cradled in single

cities. No Representatives fiom Slates,
no Delegates from distant Territories,
ajscrabted to lake part In the General
Gsvernment that ruled llie whole. So

firis rulers were chosen by tho people,
it wis by the people of central cities,
heme Ihe gift of citizenship was wilh

then something more than nn empty
coinjilimenL In tho latter days of Ro-

man wcr, that privilege was freely
extended to the provinces ! bad It been
done in Ihe repracenlative form,. I might

hate been of great adtautage ; but giv-

en, as il was, ns n personal right to all

the mass, it hastened her rapid descent

to ruin for often tho sharp contests of
political elections were decided by the
spear nnd bludgeon of soldiers, who

marched Into tho streets of Rome under
provincial banners.

From whence, then, did our system
come? Cerlnlnly not from politicians
or statesmen. Tho first ideu ofn rep-

resentative council began with the min-

isters of the Gospel, As early ns the
sixth century they had introduced all

over Christendom tho most perfect sys-

tem of representation. Uvery christian
minister, however humble, had hissharo
in the formation of these great assem-

blies, by which thu nlTairsof the church
were regulated. Tho gathering of po-

litical parliaments, under tho represen-
tative system, was not till the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries in iho Euro-

pean States. Six centuries before tho
time assigned to representative civil con-

vocations, the councils of Nice nnd An-lioc- h

hud shown perfect models of uni-

versal representation, by delegates from
dioceses in remoto portions of I.oropo
nnd Asia, nnd covering n field wider
and broader tlmn the whole Roman Em-

pire. This was done centuries before
"Villiam tho Conqueror Ilia

sixty thousand men, for n olilieal pur-

pose, at Winchester, or Clovis gathered
his whole army nt Champs-de-Ma- i.

While we nre here, then, in llie enjoy-

ment of nil tba privileges of our rcpre-tentati-

system was furnished by the
clergy In their ecclesiastical organiza-
tion".

1 call your ultenlion lo nnother mat-

ter ol history, lo the reformation that
brought civil and religious freedom lo
the world. There is no question ns lo
ilsnuthors; and llicre is ns little ques-
tion that Wicklilfe, nnd Huss, nnd Lu-

ther, nnd Melanclhon, nnd Cwinglis
were ministers of Ihe Gospel, They
began, and for a long time curried on
their great work of redemption, while
the whole civil power was frowning up
on their efforts. Princes and potentates
desired things lo remain as they were.
Those In power do not with n change ;

for if tho existing system pass away,
Ihey must pass with it. It was so then,
nnd lo save repetition, I nsk you lo con.

shier, ns we pass on, whether it has not
been so in every instance which I shall
name since that time, lly the law of
Iheir nature and their olfice, rulers nre
not reformers. Their judgments and
feelings are warped to the belief that
the system under which Ihey live is the
best system. Their interests resist in

novation; and If their judgmcnls are con
viclcd, Ihey are bribed to silence by
iheir selfishness. Against that strong
natural tendency the clergy then nnd
since warred bravely mid successfully.

In the English revolution of 1 CSS the
clergy look the lead ; they first set Ihe
elements in motion. In lhat eventful
struggle, lo which Ihe world is so much
Indebted, the pulpit was Ihe lever and
the fulcrum that moved the mass of the
people lo secure their rights. English
freedom had been indebted to Ihe o j-- er

of the pulpit generations before.
When liberty had expired In the great
continental monarchies, and its last fee-

ble flickering! were seen In England,
the English clergy, electrified by the
spirit of the reformation, roused Ihe peo-

ple to rescue th'ir liberties. From the
time of Henry Vlllhrough seven suc-

ceeding reigns, they held Iheir way un-

dauntedly onward, hearing the crushing
weight of thrones and parliaments. Thu
only light that cheered them was in the
bright but brief career of Edward VI.
There is no other bigotry on earth so
exclusive, intolerant, and relentless as
the bigotry of infidelity; and yet the
chief of Inf. Jet bigots gives lo religious
men, led by clergy, the credit of the
creat reform lhat idanted Ihe seeds of
liberty lu English .ml American soil.

III the clergy loA a subor.li- -

nstc but taipartiHl part In lbs rerolu- -
laoa. Many of ibern w.re heedless of
Ihe sigai of Ihe times, saw not Ibe storm
Ibat wss ealttering ; awl whsio it broke
Irs its wrath upon Ibeta, they were slu- -

wdly insensible to danger while their
taltlerotMtt were reeling In every bltt.
ilut there were among ibern many wUe,

righteous palrvMie foen, laboring with
a successful influence to reform , and if,

wben called, they had sloud as a sej- -

re e estate iv y u gli have done great
gocJ. Hat tbey wisJn tb. tnistske of
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Ihe other two orders, and tnergod the
three in one. In that del coring mael-

strom every thing human was engulf-
ed.

With this brief allusion lo lung past-

ed and foreign affairs, I Invite your at-

tention lit things at home. When Ibe
history of ihe American Revolution is

written, as il should be, and will be writ-

ten, it will be seen that Ihe ministers
bore a part more Important and effect-h- o

limn nny other class. The state-

ments I make of historical facts are gen-

eral, and, like all general statement,
are liable to exceptions ; but these are
very few. 1 cannot descend lo parlleti
lars, and have no wish to ninko sertn- -

rian, or sectional, or party comparisons.
My puriiosc is to vindicate Ihe charac
ter and rights of the whole class. The
clergy were peculiarly fitted, by Iheir
training and position in colonial society,
to take the lead in the Revolution,

The people of their lime were eminent-

ly n religious people, nnd the ministers
oflcu drafted the laws lhat regulated
the community. Ministers were very
frequently the leaders of their flocks

through the wilderness. I will give you
n singlo instance, nnd tho gentleman
from New Hampshire, Mr. Hibbard
will recognize it nsii part of the history
of liis own Slate. In 1711), when the
lark cloud of Indian war was hanging

over the inhabitants of that proilncc,
dripping dentil from Its skirls, tho ltev.
Mr. McGregor entered that prottnrc
with sixteen Scottish families. Their
ancestors had emigrated from Scotland
to IaOndonderry, in Ireland, n cenlury
before, in search of fieedurn. Rut the
teasing nnd torturing tyranny of Charles
nnd James left them no rest, and one
hundred nnd twenty lamilics sought the
promised hind in Ihe New orld.
They had marked characteristics, great
bravery, industry, national pride, n high
sense of honor, nnd fervent piety. The
olTupriug of that little colony may be
counted by thousands nnd tens of thou
sands, spread over New Hampshire and
Vermont. Among those who have not
dishonored their parentage ore Stark,
Reid, .McCiay, McNeil, and .Miller,
worthy decendants nf tho dauntless men
that fought with Wallace nnd llruce,
Tho first net of (ho lltlh- - hand, in Iheir
new home, wns an net of religious ser
vice ; tho leader preached his first ser
mon under the shade of a spreading oak,
where il would seem ns If Ihe hand of
nature liad scooped out an nmpithenler
in which todedicale tho new settlement
to the service of their maker. I have
flood in that spot, hard by Ihe bird
place of n beloved and departed parent,
and there recalled the curliest memo
ries of childhood, when, nt tho evening
fireside, n group of neighbors called
hack the times nnd friends Ihey had left
behind in old Londonderry.

I will name nnolher'seri ice In which
tho clergy look the lend in Inculcating
resistance lo the encroachments of roy
al power; of this I will give but one in

stance of many nt hand. The Rev. Mr,

isc, minister nt Ispwich, Massnchu
setts, was in the habit of publicly nnd
privately leaching Ihe people that lax
ation wns unjust if levied by the home
government without tho consent of pro
vmcial assemblies. He was teaching
doctrines new lo his generation, that be
come watchwords in tho limes of the
Revolution ; was warned of his danger,
but heedless of lhat danger, pressed on,
till in 1C38, he wns thrown Into prison
by the tyrant Andrns. I respectfully
commend lhat eminent nnd notorious
precedent to thoso who nre hard pressed
by n sense of duly lo "rebuke llie pre-
sumption" of tho clergy. It wns thil
same spirit that, as nn element of their
existence, had come down from ages
past, and Inspired their effiirts lo pro-
duce and sustain Ihe Revolution. In
that lime tha ministers did not petition
the Government, but Ihe Government
petitioned the clergy. When the peo-
ple saw themselves in peril, Ihey liirn-e- d

naturally to those n ho had been their
counsellors in civil and religiouts h (Hairs.

Hence il created no surprise, that nine-

teen months before the Declaration of
Independence, Ibe Provincial Congress
of Mnssaebuscttt addressed n circular
letter lo every clergyman In Ihe Colo,
ny, "praying his influence against the
encroachments (if royal power." See
note at the clo-- e. Almost the entire
body of the clergy made il Ihe theme of
Iheir discourse. It was for lhat reason
ibe Itrltlah officers bore such hatred to
Ibis class, and delighted lo raat Indigni-

ty on Iheir places of worship, using them
ns barracks for troops or stables for hor-

ses.
I have a list nf persons preserilx:d In

1771, lliat was thrown into camp, wilh
this direction :

To tKt eSrrrs and lollltrt o hit Majttttfi
trovpi in llonton I

"It hnn more Uitn probilda that Ih
Kin?', stiiiosrd will oon be erected, from
rebellion breaking out in the province, it is
proper thst you aoldiert should be tcquiint-e-d

will) the author thereof, ti all the
' tnulorUibra brrjut-h- t usuu the wovioee.

W Wwiog is a list of tbni Kamoel
Adsuvs, Jme IJinrdin. Dr. Thorn
Voaniff j,.. jef(ran chortli. Cpuin
John liiadford. Joauh Quincjr, Major N.

j V! ,",! WJImm MoUir-- os, JrJ,n
I luneocV. williaD Pr. v, Dr.

f .,w C0.U1V Willism lrB.
, lC and Wittum Dennto;. The frieija

of your Kibj;, srul eaxtmry, sn.1 AttMrvr,
ripnet ofyoe, auldian, tlw sinauut rtabetttoti
lilppeas, you seta fful vs miMt trnnt

to IK tun,rj, oVadruy tiw-l- r tasuare
sod pluoder Utnr eSVeu."

Of tboae l,fi-- .t leiaders cf rebellion,
for whom there was i quarter and no
iru-rr- two were rtninrrit luibisttrs of
Ihe Crotptl Drs, tluaey and Coopt-r- a I

II is known lUl Jt.Ua A Umi, Ukinj ,

as his companion far life Ihe mother of
John Qalney Attains from the finally of

a clergyman, was constantly associated
wilh that cwas of men.

It was often tba rae thst when poli-

ticians and itatrsmen were In doubt as

lo the course to pursue, lhat minister
settled lhat doubt. When thi struggle
in reference lo the stamp act w com-

ing to a crisis, Governor Fitch, of Con-

necticut, was watering nnd halting a

ta his course. In thst hour of suspense
a very young man came forward before

n meeting of the l.rglalaturc ns the de-

cided and fervent advocate, of freedom.
He addressed the leading politicians of

the Colony I he did it from the pulpit,
for he was n mlni'ler Rev. .Mr. Dana.

His sermon called nul Ihe latent senti
ments of many timid and wavering men,
and filed, nt a mordant, the political
opinions of that Colony. I will not
specify further. Il It needless to de
scend lo particulars, when all ate Inclu-

ded. I will give one other instance
from another nnd distant part of Ihe
country. It is now claimed lhat the
" Mecklenburg declaration," made at
Charlotte, North Carolina, May SO,

1774, was tho first declaration of Inde-

pendence in ihe Colonic. That being
true, then it follows that n minister of
tho Goapel Rev. HezekiAh James
llalch wits iho first man in this laud
who addressed Ihe first assembly lhat
passed a declaration of independence I

for uf the three men who addressed the
people on lhat occasion, he look the
lend, nnd was chairman of the commit-

tee thai drafted Ihe declaration. Ill the
midst of llie fearful and doubtful slrug-gh- i

in 1638, General Lincoln, of M

wrote lo General Washing-Io- n

for his encouragement, nnd, nmong
other facts, did not deem It below his
notice lo speak of Ihe inlluencu uf the
ministers;

"It is fortunate for us tint tho clergy are
pretty generally wilh u. They Into in
Ihe htnlo a very grest irfluenco over tha
people, and Ihey will contribute much to
tho general peace nnd happines."

Though iho notices ofo1itirnl meet-

ings nnd Ihe military movement were
given from tho pulpit, ministers did not
generally hear nrms In the wnr of the
Revolution. It wns supposed Ihey could
be of much more servico lo thn rause
by remaining nmong their pf.ople. I

will give, however, n very few of many
nnd purposely select them from extreme
parts of the Colonies.

Rev. Mr. Pa) son, of Chelaen, Mntn.
chusetts, wns n very learned, mild, nnd
discreet, hut firm defender of llie moth-

er country, llut when ho saw litond
shed on the plains of Lexington, called
for nrms, bended n pnrly in the nllnrk,
routed nnd raptured n large company
bearing ammunition to tho Invaders.
Mnny of the troops In llie Concord fight
were young and r.iw recruits, nnd seem-
ed terrified by the rolling drum nnd
moving columns of nsinilants. In that
crilicnl moment their pastor, Rev. Mr.
Emerson, the grandfather of Ralph
Waldo Emerson, passed nlong their
ranks wilh the exhortation "standby
your country, nnd God will bless )ou."
lie wns nfterwards chaplain lu Ihe ar-

my, and returning from western service,
was taken !ck, died, nnd was hurled in
my niitlto town, Rutland, Vi. Rev.
Thomas Allen was minister of Pillifield,
Massachusetts.

He, like tho great body of tha clergy
warmly eapnused the cause of Ihe op-

pressed Colonies ; used his utmost ex-

ertion to push his townsmen lo tho
scene of the anticipated conflict with Ihe
force of Hurgoyne. Hearing thai Ihey
slackened their pace, he joined ihem In
quicken their march and soon presented
Ihem lo General Stark. When the
forces were drawn up for the battle nf
llcrinington, he, in Ihe spirit of his pro.
fction went alone within speaking did
Innce of ihe forces of Haum, nnd be-

sought Ihem lo yield without bloodshed,
lie recelied In reply n volley of mus-
ket balls lhat scattered the log on which
he stood. Un then called for his gun.
nreil Ihe llrst shot nt Ihe enemy; and
was foremost through Ihe whole of ihe
conflict.

After the capture of Suvannnh, Dec.
1778, Ihe Itrsii.lt used every etTorl lo
induce soldiers to turn traitors lo Iheir
country, and enlist under Georg3d
All this was unavailing, and Ihe men
were crowded Into the prison ships, lo
perish with Ihe heat of the ensuing sum-
mer Rev. Mfave Allen, who not con-

tent with rousing hi people from Ibe
pulpit, had taken np arm, and on Ihe
field of battle, showed hid valor arid di.
volion lo the independence of hi coun-

try.
Illahop Smith, of South Carolina,

shouldered Id muaket and rinvto ihe
mot Intrepid resistance stlinuktling
Ms people by precept and example.- -

Hi exertions were uimbatml nil taken
prisoner at lhar surrender d Charleston.

IUy. P.iul Serquard, of S Cnrolln,
wss n member of the first lVotlueinl
Corigrtns, and had great inftiiense as a
legislator and stn orator, animating ibe
people by his fervent addresses from Ibe
pulpit,

lUr. Ssmuel Warren, railed lo IJu.
rope at Ihe he JUvotuilosi,

( leiaptsal by Ihe roast liberal aiTrrs
to return and uphold ihe reuse of ih
Kig i ! lUahfal atade every IrovWs.
ten nml brastd eterr dsurrr far lb.

liberty of bis eoualry. The same boo- -

orsble iirnlson rney be made of lh
Her. Dr. Perey, It.tr Mr. XrwU. snd
Rev. Dr. Parrel! Allofibrse were of
Ibe EstkbluUJ ChurUi of tuili Cars.
lirus.

Not less, frrg-4- i awl NJVent em
the lrwlrirJcit miflliirr uf lh same
Slate, Rov. Messrs. I'urman, Smith, and
Lestnam The last of these was a mem-

ber of Ihe ProlltwSkl Cssogrtsi and
Heuse of Assembly i sad In t cry place
preachril frslstunf lo oppression, and
stood forth an tiathaktn vhnmplon of
liherty and Independent. While pass-

ing to nnother pulnl, I will plre an In-

stance of the conduct of at minister In
my nan State in the Isil war. The; gen-

tleman from New Hampshire Mr,
Hintisnn hat dtamed it proper to
charge Ihe ministers with prearblng trea-

son, ami prating far slurvnltan in Ihe
wr of 1812. 1 know of no warrant
for such a statement I nml the gentle-
man Ims net given us bis authority.
Would It tint bate been quite at fair la
gne the fucts, at every one knows litem,
that tliare was division among all other
classes, as well n among the clergy, in
regard lo lhat war 1 The same charge,
wiilt others, was long sine, mn.lo by
Col. Hayne, and 1 adopt Mr. Webster's
reply i

"There were presses nn both side, pop
nlsr meetings on both idea, y, and a

on bnlh ld lo ; Indlscroet rrmans,
frothy psrprptis, tn, fuailnji poputtr J.
dreatca ntislnter the pulpit, In lis

of slsrin, Ihe press In Its bests, n 1

the ptrtle in their trvganet, litre
severs!! thrown otT In lime of genersl
I'xeltemsnt nd tiolence."

There wns dissension among the.

nu mbers of the bar of New Hampshire
on iho subject. And I put It to Ihe
gentleman hlmsolf, whether It would be

just lo hiss from thn staga n company
of New Hampshire lawyers, petitioning
ngnlnit llie extension of slavery, on ihn
ground that forty-tw- years since, men
of the snmo profession thought tho vvttr

nf 1312 unnecessary P And yet that It
Ihe sole ground on which he wishes lo
cashier the clergy nf the present time.
I will proceed with tha statement
When Provost cntnn down upon Plaits-hur-

with fourteen thousand men, Mi".
Comb hnd only fourteen bundled men
lo defend thu place, nnd cheek tha
mnreh of the Invader. Tho only re-

sort was to nromt' Iho country nrwind.
A courier, hastening through lhat por-

tion of Vermont Imrdeiing on thn bike,
halted nt Ihe door of a lilllu church, in

it retired village of Franklin county.

The pastor and his llock were closing
religious service preparatory lo llm

sacrament of the Sablmlh, Thl start- -

ling imnouncemeiit was innde, mid thu
question was raised, who will go lo the
defence of their country ? No long de
lay before Ihe pastor said, " brethren, I

will go, who will gi with ine?" Ills
needless to iy that n company Instant-

ly set out for llie scene of nction, thn
rlergymnii wns undo their captain, and
nfier lighting hrarely in defence of Iheir
homes, relumed qulelly lo Iheir peace,
ful village. Governor Tompkins, of N.
York, presented Ihe pastor wltbnn ele-gn-

edition nf the ltible, nnd on Ihn
first fly leaf wits u noble teller written
by his hand complimenting Ihe patriot
Ism of the minister. It was my forlunn
lo bo lu Fairfield and go lo Ihe place of
election wills " Father Woosler," when
he cast hU Inst ballot. He was In Ihe
decrepitude, hut not in the dotage, of
age. He could never again renew Inn

strength and mount npan! as Ihe eagle,
but the fire flashed from his eagle eye

hen he r'countrd Iho scenes ol his stir-in- g

roufilcl.
Mr. Woosler wns, like Ihe rest of his

profession, averse lo war, unlrst de-

manded by the stem necessity of self,
defence. He believed thai t questions
lu controversy In 1812, might he smled
by nrbilralton or diplomacy, without
bloodshed and without diahonor. He so
thought, and, like nn honeal man, he so
iKike. Was there any " sedition" in
all thai ? Itut when his country wa
invaded, all other questions were laid
aside, nnd he thought only of repelling
the hostllo aggression. I ludieve he
was stlhadinlinlly n fair reprenmilve,
lu the nbovp respect, of those ministers
of New England who though the war"
needless, Il was, therefore, with the
utmost pein and nKirtlfb-ntlo- ii lhat I

heard h New England man branding
the New Enjlsnd clergy as traitor to
their country.

1 ttiab to cull attention lo oae other
matter In which the minister exereised

J Influence, tli! in adoption ll" prsent
Lonatltutlon. I know or no other in
tnne in ableli n few eopIe nudden-ly- ,

of tWIr own will, ehnnz the great
organic law under which they were to
lire. The English Conmlluiloo is lhs
slow ami gradual growth of ages. The
change from ibe old Csxifnlrrailon lo
ihe new ContlltHlkMi was intde Instant,
ly, ami It looked ttion a one of Ihe
most critical and bazardau riprrimenl
In our history. While Patrick Henry
a if I uilter great statesmen u..d ll.air
giant sirn(th to resist ihe rhaoge, (he
New iaAglitnl rtrrgy, with grrnt unai.i-mby- ,

ot-n- J, publicly and prlnul. tl ir

irtutl and offtatrd Indus-n-r lo hm g

ihe Kxp!e lo adept Ihe preaK Ooonliiu.
(lost. I should be glad to llt1 on the
position loot minister bate lakess when
broughl iworivll affairs, but I will bare-

ly name lito of ibern, Whbrasn, st

sagrier asf ihe of lltdp-l- i

rte. of the toast I

firm, ami tiirful irven In Ihe Aloeisean
Cuayreti. and MujUenberg, ass W--
and prtaclkrd slalearjutu of JVuitylva- -

!, "!o was ebe-se- n Ihe first pler of
' Ibis Mmis. u'Ar tha GfruUKitwn

Wlthersi-vn- s astd Mogbftoberg n
foinial-f- r of Ibe Gofl,

Ut' rsi.pl ai is bi d or she oera
ity vt cducai'.'.g for L safnaoiklbg


